Beigen. Ausgewählte Gedichte 1950 -1980 . Von Heinz Kahlau. Berlin und Weimar: Aufbau/Verlag, 1981 375 Seiten. This series has been written for people learning German, in order to inform them about the GDR.
Co-authored by Soviet scholars, the present volume was produced with the curriculum of the Soviet Union in mind. The emphasis here is on the formal structure of the East German state, on the constitution and the realization of the ideals enshrined in i t .
Thus much of this represents well-trodden ground.
There are the old catchwords about socialist democracy being "already a living reality" yet also a constantly self-improving process of development. The fact that perfection has not yet been achieved is used to Justify the strictness of the government in its "unending battle against egoism, avarice and hooliganism." The evil influence of the West (visitors and the media) makes constant vigilance essential.
The slanted historical interpretations and the simplistic characterizations of the "imperialistic" BRD are all restatements of the standard line.
Of more interest are the descriptions of the actual workings of the socialist society.
In certain harmless areas, participation is considerable: for example, the 1968 constitutional draft was discussed by 11 million people in 750,000 meetings, which put forward 12,454 amendments. One should not expect the GDR to be presented in anything but an ideal light in such a publication. Self-congratulatory comparisons are made:
the "direct and free" elections of deputies are compared favourably with the delegate system in the U.S.; labor legislation is explained in contrast to West German workers' "constant fear" of losing their job. Room for improvement is noted in only a couple of areas. It is admitted that the promulgation of a law, declaring the equal rights of women, does not translate automatically into reality.
Some problems are noted with the attitude of youths whose efforts at school or in the workplace leave much to be desired. But such reservations are generally lost in the overwhelmingly positive assessment of the country. The book has many photographs of earnest-looking East Germans. The quality of the graphics is not always the best:
for example, a crooked picture of the Berlfh Television Tower makes it look more like the Leaning Tower of Pisa.
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